
 

 

The next General Meeting of the Association will be held in the Volunteer 

Marine Rescue Raby Bay premises, William St. Cleveland on:  

Monday 2
nd

 December at 7.30pm. 

Mayor Cr. Karen Williams has been invited to the meeting to explain what has 

happened with our rates and canal levy.  Remember your Rates and Levy have 

increased by up to $1,200 per year and I am sure that residents will have some 

interesting questions for her. 

Please take the time to attend and make the meeting successful. 

Reports on General Rates, Canal Levy, Canal Maintenance, Parks & Gardens, and 

Local Development will be presented.   

YOUR SUPPORT is needed – invite a neighbour to attend with you. It is 

important that our Councillors see us as a substantial organisation. 

Come and join us with ‘hot drinks and bickies’ after the meeting so that you can meet 

and socialize with your fellow residents.  

Subscriptions for membership are as follows.  Payments can now be made by cash, 

cheque or Electronic Funds Transfer.  Please note our new e-mail address. 
                                  

Annual Subscription for 2014 now due - $10 per household 

Cash – Pay in person at the door 

Cheque - Please attach this notice with your payment & forward to the Treasurer PO 

Box 5062 Alexandra Hills   Cheques payable to: Raby Bay Ratepayers Association Inc. 

Name ………………….......……… Address ……………………………… 
 

Email ……………….......………… Phone ………………………………... 

Electronic Funds Transfer – 

Bank  Name:        Suncorp  Metway,   266 George St  Brisbane 

Account  Name:    Raby  Bay  Rate  Payers  Association 

                  BSB 484  799 Account  Number    10061  0965 

If payment is made by EFT, please advise the treasurer by e-mail, giving your name and address 
 

Raby Bay Ratepayers Association Inc Email: rabybayratepayersassn@gmail.com 

P.O.Box 5062, Alexandra Hills QLD 4161       Web: www.rbrpa.wordpress.com 

See over for Newsletter 
Our Newsletter is printed as a community service by the office of Andrew Laming MP 

December 2013  

Newsletter and Notice of Meeting 
 

http://www.rbrpa.wordpress.com/


What is our Council up to? 
In our last newsletter, we reported on the meeting that members of the RBRPA executive committee 

and Aquatic Paradise Residents Association had with Councillors and Council Officers to discuss 

our issues.  It was alarming to us that the Council knew full well that they would ignore the policy 

of Convergence Ratio and savagely increase the General Rates and Levies to waterfront property 

owners. 

Further to that meeting, a meeting was held with Council on the 15
th

 October to discuss future 

proposals for the Tidal Works or Canal Levy put to us by Council.  We were alarmed at the 

suggestions that Council had a ten year plan that showed they were anticipating doubling the 

present levy to almost $4,000 per year.  This, of course, is on top of the very high general rate 

payments. 

Many residents have begun writing to the Mayor expressing their concerns over the huge 

increases that we have received and we would encourage as many of the Raby Bay residents 

to follow suit and register their displeasure in being treated in such a discriminating way. 

The Association has since sent a letter to Council requesting a meeting before Christmas with all 

Councillors to discuss the review or removal of the Canal Levy or Tidal Works Special Charge. The 

following points are raised in our letter.  

1. Wet Block General Rate 

Our position is that repair costs should be absorbed out of the General Rate funds and that the 

presentation of these Canal Levies clearly shows these properties are already contributing far more 

than their fair share. 

2. Canal Responsibility 

We require Council to provide to us the justification as to how it deems that the public access canals 

are Benefitted Areas and why it believes that the landowners directly adjacent to the public access 

canals are the only people who benefit. These canal estates are not purely for the benefit of the 

residents.   

3. Income and Expenditure Accounts 

The issues of transparency and accountability are also raised as the Associations have for many 

years been asking for detailed Income and Expenditure Reports and although Council has always 

conceded that we should have this information, it has not been entirely forthcoming.   

4. Canal Construction 

Approval was only given to the then Redland Shire Council on the basis that Council were to be 

responsible for maintaining access to the canals, maintenance of the navigation systems to the 

canals and general maintenance including the inlet/outlet access channels.   

5. Canal Workshop 

We have requested that some of the affected residents be involved with Council in workshops on 

Canal Levies.   

The underlying point of fact here is that peoples’ homes are being targeted by the Redland 

City Council for punitive, ill-founded and uncontrolled levying with seemingly no end in sight.  

If it is acceptable to society for public bodies to carry out indiscriminate levying on minorities 

then there are no principled limits to where this may lead. 

Please come to the meeting and bring your friends and/or neighbours 

It is time we Raby Bay residents united as a group 

 


